Chapter I
THE POLITICAL REGIME
THE Third Republic, which was bom on September 4, 1870,
on the morrow of the capitulation of Sedan, lived for seventy
years. It died on July 1i,1940, a month after the military crushing
of France. Born of one defeat, it could not survive another. It
had succeeded the Bonapartist Empire; it now gives place to a
new Bonapartism up to date.
It is necessary that we should analyse the mechanism and work-
ing of the three organs of government that have been retained.
They are the Chief of the State, the Government, and the Con-
sultative Assemblies.
I. The Chief of the State
i. METHOD OF APPOINTMENT
Philippe Petain, Marshal of France, himself declared that he
"assumed the functions of Chief of the French State" (Con-
stitutional Act No. i of July 11,1940).
He is irremovable.
The succession has been laid down and modified by successive
Constitutional Acts, No. 4 and others, dated July 12, September 25,
December 13, 1940, and February 10,1941* Admiral of the Fleet
Darlan took Laval's original place as ' Dauphin.' Failing the
Admiral and pending ratification of the new Constitution, the
successor to the Chief of the State would be appointed by the
Council of Ministers, which would be in power during the inter-
regnum, by a majority vote.
2, PREROGATIVES
The Chief of the State is invested with all powers except that
of declaring war without "the previous consent of the Legislative
Assemblies" (Constitutional Act No. 2 of July u, 1940).
He holds the constituent power by virtue of the Constitutional
Law of July 10, 1940, which was passed by the Vichy National
Assembly, and which we have already examined (see Part I):
He exercises the legislative power, in the Council of Ministers,
i. Until the formation of the new Assemblies.
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